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Playhouse 2026… is  coming to

Doncaster!

Delivered  nationally across  the UK,  Playhouse is

a unique participatory theatre project that

commiss ions  writers  to  create new work for

school ch ildren aged  8-1 1  years.  Offer ing

train ing to  teachers,  rehearsal support and

festivals  to  perform in ;  Playhouse connects

schools  with  profess ional theatres,  writers  and

theatre makers,  so  they may be inspired  and

empowered to  exper ience the benefits  of

profess ional theatre making.  

https://www.uk-playhouse.com/
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Playhouse is a partnership project between

Theatre Royal Plymouth, York Theatre

Royal, Theatr IOLO, Landmark Theatres, and

for the first time this year, Cast.  

Together, we are commissioning

professional playwrights to write short

plays, specifically for large casts of young

people aged 8-11 years. For 2025/26 we are

commissioning two brand new plays from

Robert Alan Evans and Branwen Davies, and

re-commissioning two plays from the

Playhouse canon of work.  

Cast will work with local schools to

support the development of the teacher as

director. All participating teachers come

together for in-person regional in-house

training and a digital writers day workshop

with the writers to workshop, ask questions

and develop their directorial skills. 

Teachers then return to their schools to

rehearse their chosen play with in-school

support from partner theatre

professionals, before performing at Cast in

a brilliant theatre festival in July 2026.  We

are also offering an optional school visit

to participating groups, including a school

tour and workshop.

Project Overview
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Key Information

Schools  to  be g iven  scripts  to  read
January 2026

Schools  to  select which  script they would  l ike  to  perform
Tuesday 3  February 2026

Project Welcome and D irector’s  CPD
Date :  Wednesday 5  February 2026
Time:  4 .30pm –  6.30pm
Location:  Cast,  Waterdale ,  Doncaster,  DN1  3BU
For:  Lead  Teachers  (plus  1  additional staff member is  welcome to  attend –  th is  should
include the teacher d irecting the play for the school)
Content :  Welcome and introduction to  the project and Cast spaces.   D iscuss ion over
school vis its  and Cast dates,  and ideas  on how to  d irect a play with  a Pr imary School
class.
Invitation :  We are pleased  to  offer attendees,  up to  two tickets  to  watch War of the
Worlds  by Imitating  the Dog  in  Cast ’s  Main  Space that evening.

Playhouse  Writer ’s  CPD
Date :  Thursday  5  March 2026
T ime:  4 .00pm –  6 .00pm
Locat ion:  Onl ine  –  a  webl ink  will  be  c irculated  before  the  event .
For:  Lead  Teachers/  D irector  of  the  School ’s  product ion.
Content :  Teachers  from across  the  UK,  will  get  the  chance  to  meet  the  playwrights
and f ind  out  more  about  the ir  play  choice .  

Dates
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Key Information

School Vis its
Each school will receive at least one school vis it from a Cast artist to  support their
development of the play between March and July 2026

Playhouse School Vis it (optional )
Date/s :  Apr il /May 2026  (to  be organised  in  conjunction with  the Lead  Teacher)
Time:  2  hours
Location:  Cast
For:  Ch ildren and Teachers
Content :  Each school will be invited  to  Cast to  exper ience a tour of the theatre ,
learn about theatre making and the jobs  involved,  plus  practice their projection
skills!

Playhouse Festival 2026  at Cast
Festival Dates :
7,  8  and 9  July 2026
Each school will be allocated  a day to  perform at Cast.   
Tickets  will be on sale by April 2026.

Dates
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Key Information

Project  Cost
£400 (plus  VAT) .   An  addit ional  £50  for  the  opt ional  Playhouses  School ’s  V is it  for  a
tour and workshop  before  the  fest ival  performances .   

How to  Apply
Complete th is  form https: //forms.office .com/e/T Bp4FHS1KP 
I f  you don’t know all the answers  to  the form at th is  stage ,  that is  fine ,  we can
follow up with  schools  for more information later,  but it ’s  useful to  know as  much
as  you can share at th is  stage .

Questions?
i f  you’d  like  to  d iscuss  the project with  us,  please don’t hes itate to  get in  touch with
sarah@castindoncaster .com or participation@castindoncaster .com  

Playhouse Festival 2026  at Cast
Festival Dates :
7,  8  and 9  July 2026
Each school will be allocated  a day to  perform at Cast.   
Tickets  will be on sale by April 2026.

Application

https://forms.office.com/e/TBp4FHS1KP
https://forms.office.com/e/TBp4FHS1KP
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Key Information

The Role of the Lead  Teacher
•  The Lead  Teacher will be the key contact for Cast and be responsible for
responding to  emails/attending meetings  and collaborating with  Cast on the
organisation of the project for their school .
•  They will attend the two train ing sess ions  (Playhouse Writer’s  CPD and Welcome
and Teacher’s  CPD sess ion)
•  They will take on the role of theatre d irector for their school and d irect the
performance .
•  We will d iscuss  the festival approach to  photography,  fi lming and social media for
each school’s  festival performance with  each school’s  Lead  teacher.   I f  Cast wishes
to  take any photographs  or fi lming during the project,  we will work with  the lead
teacher to  secure the necessary photo  permiss ions.    
•  To  provide the information requested  for the festival programme by 7  June 2025 .   
We can agree with  the Lead  Teacher,  what information they are happy to  provide ,  for
example ,  some school’s  may prefer first names  only.

What Cast 's  Project Lead  will do :
•  The project lead  for Cast will support and steer the project.   
•  They will be a po int of contact for each school to  help and support as  needed;  both
practically and creatively,  during the whole project,  and also  at the festival .
•  They will organise the festival and CPD and support vis its,  taking into
consideration the needs  of the school .

Project Roles
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Key Information

Photography &  Fi lming:
•  Each school can decide what their approach to  photography and fi lming will be for

their pupil’s  performance .  

•  As  Cast our standard approach is  to  make an announcement pre-show to  say that

photographs  are not permitted,  th is  is  then monitored  by our ushers.  

•  We have gold  lanyards  that any staff member/photographer that you wish  to  employ

should  wear so  that we know that the have the authorisation to  take photographs.   

•  We would usually take photographs  during the dress  rehearsal ,  so  that there is

the freedom to  move about and get the images  that you wish .

•  I f  the school’s  wish  to  allow parents  and carers  to  take photographs,  th is  needs  to

be agreed  before the production,  and on what bas is  ( for example ,  they may be able to

be taken for personal use ,  but not for social media) .   Th is  information will be

communicated  to  audiences  in  the pre-show emails,  and before the play ’s  start.

Social Media

•  We would love to  share the br illiant work that your schools  are do ing on our

social media channels  (we have Facebook,  TikTok and Instagram) ,  and tag  your schools

in .   

•  We will request photo/fi lming permiss ions  for any groups  that would  like  to  be

featured,  along with  a general social media permiss ion that will be agreed  with  the

Lead Teacher,  and that should  correspond to  each school’s  social media policies .

Photography


